ELECTRONIC NEWS SEQUENCE SENIOR SEMESTER PROGRAM
JOUR 503 Internet News/Current Events         Spring 2012
Instructor: Harvie Nachlinger hnach@sc.rr.com Office: Rm. 4018 777-9313
Office Hours: M/W/F 9:00 AM – 12 Noon; T/Th 9:00 – 11:00 AM, and by Appointment

Required Text:
	The Power Producer by Dow Smith
Required Materials:
	Flash drive. (To transfer pictures from editing computers.)
Class Schedule:
8:45 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Monday – Friday in the Senior Semester Broadcast Newsroom
(Daily schedule will follow JOUR 526/JOUR 534 schedule.)

Goal:
   Jour 503 is an integral part of the Broadcast Senior Semester.  Students will become accomplished in advanced broadcast producing for the USC Carolina News program; developing and producing stories for the Carolina News Web Page; use Tweeting and other social media to do both reporting for and promotion of Carolina News, and in researching and analyzing current events to develop news stories.

Course Objectives: The student will:
*  Be able to repurpose stories from Carolina News shows, the Associated Press, and CNN, and   
    do original reporting for the Senior Semester Web Page, demonstrating the ability to think 
    critically and analytically..
*  Demonstrate the ability to write clear and concise summaries of stories and to incorporate 
    quotes, links, pictures and cut-lines.
*  Do further investigation to advance and update Carolina News stories.
*  Compose headlines, write story summaries, find and create links to more information.
*  Learn to select, freeze/transfer pictures/graphics to accompany Web Page stories.
*  Write clear and concise cut-lines to accompany pictures on Web Page stories.
*  Learn how to effectively use Twitter and other social media sites to promote the Carolina 
    News program and web page. 
*  Exhibit knowledge of need for truth and accuracy in Web Page story content.
*  Develop ethical ways of thinking in story presentation.
*  Demonstrate knowledge of the need for diversity in source information and in understanding 
    diversity of audience.
*  Show an understanding of the concepts and theories of communication in the use and 
    presentation of images and information.
*  Demonstrate abilities to conduct research and an understanding of data and statistical 
     applications necessary for web page content.

Course Description: There are three main parts to JOUR 503.

Current Event Quizzes:
    J503 will also include daily Current Events Quizzes to increase awareness of events in the school, city, state and nation to prepare for life in a broadcast news  operation. Your reading/viewing list MUST include “The State” newspaper, “The Daily Gamecock” newspaper, a local television newscast; a network newscast;  and a national news Web Page. Questions may be taken from any of these sources. Missing a quiz, which will be given before the Morning Meeting, will result in a zero.
    You will be granted an approved absence from the quiz if you are out working on an early story.

Internet Writing:
    Once newscasts commence, students will repurpose stories that have aired on Carolina News for the Broadcast Senior Semester Internet Web Page.  They will summarize selected stories, freezing and transferring relevant still pictures from the video, and, after approval, post them to the web page. Students will also be writing summaries of Associated Press stories relevant to the USC, Columbia and South Carolina audience.  They will also be doing original reporting for the Internet page, including producing digital still pictures. Students will also handle locating and posting information relevant to the broadcast story that is not included in the on-air version.   
    Students will also be transferring some of our video stories to our web page as well.
    Students will also be using Twitter and other social media sites to promote the Carolina News broadcast and web page.  
    Students will be graded on their ability to write clear and concise summaries of stories (including quotes); their creativity; their ability to locate and integrate links, picture choice, editing and cut-lines; write and post effective Twitter content; and on their attitude and the enthusiasm.

Producing Tests:
    J503 will also include two tests to evaluate student’s abilities to produce a television newscast. The tests will be taken from material in The Power Producer text.

New Media Concept:
    The Carolina News Web Page is the Internet component of USC’s Carolina News Senior Semester. It consists of summaries of stories run on the previous day’s Carolina News shows (repurposing journalism) and of stories from the Associated Press of interest to University of South Carolina, South Carolina, and Columbia news consumers. It may also include original reporting (including pictures) not airing on Carolina News as well as updating and providing additional information on Carolina News stories that is not broadcast. The focus will be on clear, understandable and relevant story telling in a personal style to inform University of South Carolina and Columbia news consumers of their world. Concentration will be on providing links to additional information and background on issues being discussed in the stories.

Daily Personnel:
Internet Producer (AP-1)
Works with Instructor to determine which stories should be repurposed from the 
previous day’s Carolina News, if one of the current day’s stories should be expanded or repurposed for that day’s web page, scanning Associated Press for USC/Columbia/South Carolina stories to be repurposed for the page, writing heads/subheads for stories, and writing some of the content.   The AP1 will determine layout and content of the web page.
Content Producer(s) (AP-2)
Repurpose stories from Carolina News including freezing pictures, transferring them to the Carolina News Web Page, and writing cut-lines. Assists Internet Producer in scanning Associated Press for relevant stories and repurposing those stories for the page.  Works with daily reporters to turn breaking stories for the web page. 
Content Producer (WX)
Produces “Five Day Forecast” page for the Carolina News Web Page including forecast and graphic. Repurposes stories from Carolina News, AP and other sources for the web page. Also works with TV reporter to post additional story information on the current day’s Carolina News stories that is not broadcast.

*** Graduate students will be required to complete extra Web page assignments assigned by the Instructor.

Schedule:
     The Carolina News Internet Page is a morning project with a 11:00 A.M. Deadline for
completion.  Stories will be posted when finished and approved, and they may be updated as needed.
     Internet staff will participate in the morning meeting and, if needed, consult with the daily TV reporter who may be doing a story that will be repurposed for the web page that day. Following the morning meeting there will be a Web Page meeting of staff to decide on which of the previous day’s Carolina News and Associated Press stories will be repurposed and who will handle the tasks.

Absences:
You will be scheduled to work on the Internet Page (World Now) as part of the job rotation in Senior Semester. You are expected to be ready to meet immediately following the Morning Meeting to discuss story assignments. Should there be changes in the rotation (to fill in for an absent student in another job) you must IMMEDIATELY notify the Instructor of the change.
While it is understood that there are times you may be called on to help another student (this is, after all, a team project) your FIRST obligation is to complete your assigned job.
Internet Story Production Grading: You will write between 12 and 18 stories in the semester.

Internet Grading
You will be graded on your ability to:
  *  Write relevant, compelling, complete headlines in the right format. 10 pts
  *  Write a compelling, complete lead sentence. 10 pts
  *  Write a complete, logical story that fully tells the story in an interesting manner. 40 pts
  *  Choose pictures for the Summary and Story that are clear and representative. 5 pts
  *  Write a caption for the Story picture that explains its relevance. 5 pts
  *  Develop and list relevant Links to more information that add to the story. 10 pts
  *  Correctly format the story as instructed, including headline. 5 pts
  *  Write a separate story Summary that is compelling and complete. 5 pts
  *  Display an professional attitude (don’t have to track you down.) 5 pts
  *  Meet deadlines. 5 pts
									Total: 100 pts

This grade will be give on your total collection of stories. Individual stories will be evaluated few weeks to update you on your progress and to let you know what you need to work on. 

Overall JOUR 503 Grade;

Your total J503 grade will be determined as follows:
	Internet Story Production 50%
	Current Events Quizzes 30%
	Producing Tests 20%

Final Grade Scale: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	90 – 100 A 	78 – 79 C+ 	Below 59 F
	88 - 89 B+ 	70 – 77 C
	80 – 87 B 	60 – 69 D






Academic Honesty:
     You are expected to follow the University Student Affairs Policy on Academic Responsibility.
     You are expected to adhere steadfastly to truthfulness and avoid dishonesty, fraud or deceit of any type in connection with any academic program at the University of South Carolina. Any student who violates this rule or who assists another to violate this rule will be subject to discipline. That could include any or all of the following: being given a zero on an assignment; being given an “F” for the course; being expelled from the University for one semester; or being expelled permanently from the University of South Carolina system.
     In this course this means you do your own work, no “cut and paste” from another student’s story or having another student do your story for you. It is perfectly fine (and encouraged) for you to assist a fellow student or to ask for help if you get stuck – this is a team effort. But you must write your own stories, pull your own graphics, and take your own quizzes.

Final Thoughts:
     The USC Electronic Senior Semester is a demanding job that tests whether or not you can handle the pressure of today’s broadcast news environment. It is designed specifically to prepare you to excel in your first job, and in your career. You must approach it as a job, with dedication to learning all you can. 
     Today’s journalism is changing rapidly -- in technology, in job duties, and in expectations. Your ability to adapt and learn will be the one constant, persistent trait that will benefit you in whatever profession you choose to pursue. It starts now.

Changes may be made to this syllabus and schedule at the discretion of the professor.
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